
Your responses 
are safe with us.
Your responses to the 2020 Census are 
safe, secure, and protected by federal law. 
Your answers can only be used to produce 
statistics. These statistics are used to 
determine each state’s representation in 
Congress and to inform the allocation of more 
than $675 billion in federal funding annually. 
Local leaders may use these statistics to make 
decisions about programs and services for 
their community. 

No matter how you respond—online, by phone, 
or by mail—your responses are important and 
confidential. Your responses cannot be used 
against you in any way.
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http://2020Census.Gov


We are committed to 
confidentiality. 
All Census Bureau staff take a lifetime oath to protect your personal information, and any 
violation comes with a penalty of up to $250,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 

Through the Census Bureau’s strong precautions, cybersecurity programs, and data 
encryption, your online responses are safe from hacking and other cyberthreats. 

By law, your responses and personal information cannot be shared with law enforcement 
agencies — not the FBI, ICE, or even local police. 

For more information, visit: 
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http://2020Census.Gov



